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Our Newsletter over the coming weeks

We would like the Newsletter to continue to serve as a means of communication between 
school and home. Just as important to us is that we also continue to celebrate the superb 
work being completed as well as the ways in which our pupils and students are helping in 

their local communities. 

Please do share outstanding work and good news stories with us. We will also be running 
a number of competitions and here is the first, hopefully it will help us look forward to 

brighter times ahead:

Creative Writing Competition

• Open to Year 7 to 11

• Entries will be judged in three groups: Year 7, Years 8 and 9 
and Years 10 and 11

• Your task is to describe a perfect summer’s day

• Entries should be up to 500 words long

• Aim to make the reader feel as if they are being transported to 
a warm and beautiful summer scene

• Merits will be awarded for all entries

• Prizes will be available for the top three entries in each key 
stage - Mr Davies will be paying for the prizes but he doesn’t 
know that yet!

Contributions to the Newsletter and entries to the creative writing competition can 
be emailed to: office@woldgate.net and marked ‘FAO Mr Crisp’.
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Support for Home Learning
During this challenging and uncertain time, the majority of our pupils and students are going to be 
continuing their education at home. We understand the difficulties and challenges this will pose to 
our pupils and their parents or carers. We have therefore developed our own online home learning 
platform, My Learning, to ensure that all pupils can continue their lessons, make progress and 
develop their love of learning at home.

My Learning
My Learning has been created by staff at Woldgate School, in collaboration with other 

schools across the Wolds Learning Partnership, and contains lessons and resources 

prepared by your child’s teachers. We have created My Learning to support your child in 

their learning, not only during this difficult time, but in the months and years to come as 

they move through school and prepare for exams and the next phase of their education.

The content on My Learning has been created by your child’s teachers, and is tailored to 

meet your child’s learning needs. As your child’s teachers record their lessons, these can 

be accessed at any time which is essential for pupils sharing family computers. In addition, 

lessons can be paused and replayed to help pupils understand concepts and skills, the 

resources can be revisited again in the future for revision.

My Learning is being utilised to ensure your child continues to make progress at this time. However, throughout the months 

and years to come, your child will use My Learning to reinforce their learning and understanding, to support them with 

completing home learning, and to revise key topics and address any gaps in their skills, knowledge and understanding.

To access My Learning, visit www.woldgate.net and follow the link. Your child will need their school username and password 

to log in. Please contact itsupport@woldgate.net if you have any queries.

For Pupils in Year 9, 10 and 11
We already provide our Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils with access to GCSEPod. GCSEPod is an 

online revision resource which supports pupils in their revision and understanding of 

GCSE subjects, and has been proven to improve GCSE outcomes when used regularly and 

effectively.

All Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils have been given access to GCSEPod, and can access this 

valuable resource from home via the My Learning website, the GCSEPod website (www.

GCSEPod.com), or as a mobile app available on both Android and Apple phones and 

tablets.

If your child does not already have an account, visit www.GCSEPod.com and click ‘login’. 

Your child should click the ‘Sign in with Office 365’ and enter their school 

Cont. Over
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username and password, just as they would for My Learning. If you have any technical difficulties creating an account, logging 

in or using GCSEPod, you should click the ‘Need Help’ speech bubble, where you can access live support.

Once setup, pupils can watch or listen to GCSEPods on a vast range of subjects and topics, including Maths, English and 

Science to compliment their lessons on My Learning. They can build playlists of their preferred Pods and can watch or listen 

to them on their phone, tablet or computer and complete activities and quizzes. There are also a range of Pods focussing on 

improving study habits, revision techniques and exam skills.

If you have any technical queries regarding setting up your child’s account, logging in or how to use GCSEPod, please contact 

the live support available on screen or call 0191 338 7830.

ClassCharts
All pupils access their home learning instructions via their ClassCharts Pupil Accounts. Here, they can view their home 

learning, upload completed work and read their teacher’s feedback. Pupils should check their ClassCharts account regularly 

throughout each day as new home learning assignments are added by their teachers.

Parents and carers can view their child’s home learning by setting up a ClassCharts Parent’s Account. To do this, you will need 

your child’s unique Parent Code. Please contact your child’s Care & Achievement Coordinator if you would like help setting 

this up.

Newsletter
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Year 13 Students win Raspberry Pi 
computing kits from Isaac Computing

Isaac Computing is a Department for Education project, part 
of the National Centre for Computing Education and created 
by the University of Cambridge to help further the study of 
Computer Science at A Level. 

Recently they launched a student competition based around an online 

expertise and knowledge quiz. Six of our Year 13 students pitted their wits 

against the questions and we were rewarded with not one but two wins!

Congratulations to Effie and Joshua on winning and we hope you enjoy your 

prizes of the latest Raspberry Pi Mini Computer that was only released last 

month! These kits have everything required to get your computer set up, 

include a comprehensive programming manual and it’s all in a very stylish 

white colour!

It’s great when our students get well deserved recognition from outside of 

the school, I hope Josh and Effie both feel very proud of their abilities and a 

personal well done from myself.

Mr Clark

Young Adults in the same bubble
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A selection of the 
excellent work 
being completed 
at home by 
our pupils and 
students

Maisy Scaife in Year 10 produced some 
impressive analysis of the poems, ‘The Charge 
of the Light Brigade’ and ‘Bayonet Charge’

Cont. Over

Theo Crawford 
in Year 8 
produced 
a detailed 
drawing of a 
flower head

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 226 January 2021 Page 6@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 226 January 2021Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value



Sixth Form students Izzy Whiley 
and Katie Stewart impressed 
Mr Johnson with the quality of 
their A level work in both English 
Language and English Literature.

Explore the view that the tragedy of the play is heightened by a sense of emptiness.

In Death of a Salesman, the main cause of tragedy for Willy Loman and his family is the American Dream. Evidence to support 

this appears multiple times throughout the play and it is arguably a catharsis-inducing motif. Right from the beginning, themes of 

the American Dream are very clear and the convention of tragedy alongside it seems inevitable. For example, the description of 

the set plunges the audience straight into the ruthlessness which accompanies the American Dream. “we are aware of towering, 

angular shapes behind it, surrounding it on all sides” this description symbolises the violence of the American Dream. The “angular 

shapes” convey a feeling of sharpness and danger, whilst the verb “surrounding” makes the house seem trapped. And the fact 

that it’s in the continuous tense emphasises that there is no escape. This works as a metaphor for the dream as it shows it’s 

ruthlessness but also its inescapability which is quite terrifying for the audience.  Furthermore, the description of the house – 

“fragile-seeming”- shows how society is in a powerless position and are overcome by the American Dream.

However, it could be argued that it isn’t just the American Dream that is tragic, but the emptiness of the American Dream. 

“fragile-seeming” could confirm this as it shows the fact that the Dream isn’t a choice and is really an ideology that society must 

conform to. This gives a sense of emptiness. This is particularly shown through Willy’s character. It is clear that Willy doesn’t truly 

want the American Dream but feels that it is a judgement of value so he must force himself to conform. This leads to him chasing 

the wrong dreams and ultimately living an empty life which is arguably the main point of catharsis in the play, as the audience 

can relate to it and fear it. Willy’s obsession with running away from the Dream and then forcing himself to stick with it is a battle 

shown throughout the entire play. For example, at the start of the play, when Willy tells Linda about his strange drive home. 

Willy subconsciously steers towards the trees and the “scenery” but has to quickly steer back. This could be a metaphor for Willy’s 

tendency to steer away the ideologies of the dream because he really wants to be with nature, a tug of war which is constant 

throughout the play and shows Willy’s tragic blindness to what he truly wants. This tragic blindness is what reinforces the themes 

of emptiness in Death of a Salesman, as it seems like Willy isn’t blind, but he blindfolds himself in order to conform with ideas he 

thinks society admires. And we know how important being liked is to Willy because of his repeated use of the phrase “well-liked”. 

This act of blindfolding is what leads to the emptiness of Willy Loman’s life. Luckily, Biff realises his dad’s errors and vows not 

to make the same mistake “He had the wrong dreams. All, all wrong”. But the sense of emptiness is ensured when Happy shows 

the audience that he will live the same empty life of Willy. This cyclical structure also emphasises the emptiness of the Dream 

as it shows that there is no escaping it – similar to the beginning with the “surrounding” shapes. This sense of emptiness is what 

accentuates the tragedy in the play, creating catharsis.
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Year 7 LED  
Torch Project

Pupils in Year 7 have been working 

exceptionally hard on the research, design 

and development of their LED Torches. 

To say that we haven’t had access to 

workshop or tools, the year group have 

really managed to manufacture some 

outstanding outcomes. 

We started by looking 

at the meaning of 

ergonomics and how the 

use of colour, lighting, 

sound, comfort and 

shape relates to everyday 

products. Lots of 

discussions and drawings 

of ergonomic products 

took place, along with 

how designs might look 

if they didn’t consider 

ergonomics!

We linked out findings to our design ideas. 

Possible designs were drawn, analysed and self and peer 

assessed for continual improvement. 

Would you like to sit here?

Pupils produced a range of Design Ideas, based on a theme 

or topic, as well as considering ergonomic form.

Ideas continued to be refined and developed even further 

following an iterative design process. This continual 

tweaking and improving of designs brought many 

frustrations, tantrums and tears, mainly by the teacher! 

Developing several 

designs and again, self 

and peer assessing 

to further refine and 

improve.

Development then progressed from a 2-dimensional to 

3-dimensional form so that ideas could come to life and be 

touched.

Modelling with paper templates and card.

Pupils then moved onto using their real Plastazote 

material, a spongy soft foam and added in their electronic 

components that they had also learnt about.Pupils then moved onto using their real Plastazote material, a spongy soft foam and added in 
their electronic components that they had also learnt about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The results have been commendable from ergonomically designed ‘Among us’ torches, Pizza 
bitten torches, totally terrific turtle torches (try saying that without your teeth in!) and many 
more….. Check out some excellent examples… 
 

 
 
Lots of retrieval practice has really helped year 7’s learning stick. Using the image of 
knowledge glue, further helping to make our fun learning ‘stick’. At one point Mrs Wilson 
did accidentally end up gluing double sided tape to her finger nail, but she quite enjoyed a 
war wound from this fun project! 
 
 
  
 
 
Pupils in Year 7 can’t wait to start 
their next Product Design project! 
Watch this space to see some more 
amazing creations from the Design 
and Technology department! 
 

Plastazote Foam 

Plastazote Foam 

Plastazote Foam 

1.5V Cell Battery 

Ultra-Bright LED 
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The results have been commendable from ergonomically designed ‘Among us’ torches, Pizza bitten torches, totally terrific 

turtle torches (try saying that without your teeth in!) and many more….. 

Check out some excellent examples…

Lots of retrieval practice has really helped Year 7’s learning stick. Using the image of knowledge glue, further helping to make 

our fun learning ‘stick’. At one point Mrs Wilson did accidentally end up gluing double sided tape to her finger nail, but she 

quite enjoyed a war wound from this fun project!

Pupils in Year 7 can’t wait to start their next 
Product Design project! Watch this space to see 
some more amazing creations from the Design 

and Technology department!

Pupils then moved onto using their real Plastazote material, a spongy soft foam and added in 
their electronic components that they had also learnt about. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The results have been commendable from ergonomically designed ‘Among us’ torches, Pizza 
bitten torches, totally terrific turtle torches (try saying that without your teeth in!) and many 
more….. Check out some excellent examples… 
 

 
 
Lots of retrieval practice has really helped year 7’s learning stick. Using the image of 
knowledge glue, further helping to make our fun learning ‘stick’. At one point Mrs Wilson 
did accidentally end up gluing double sided tape to her finger nail, but she quite enjoyed a 
war wound from this fun project! 
 
 
  
 
 
Pupils in Year 7 can’t wait to start 
their next Product Design project! 
Watch this space to see some more 
amazing creations from the Design 
and Technology department! 
 

Plastazote Foam 

Plastazote Foam 

Plastazote Foam 

1.5V Cell Battery 

Ultra-Bright LED 
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I would like to wish you a Happy New Year and do hope you found time over the 

Christmas holiday to relax and be with close family. 

This week school has adapted its plans for remote learning following the announcement by the 
Prime Minister on Monday evening. Having prepared for a phased return of our examination pupils 
and then our other children, like you, we find our plans needing to adapt at short notice to providing 
longer term remote learning. As a parent myself, whatever the system or method used by school, 
the challenges about accessing technology, the capacity of our broadband connection, alongside 
everyone trying to work in the same household present significant challenges for all. Over the next 
few days and weeks the school will be supplementing this provision, for instance, with tutorials for 
all pupils and the live lecture programme, while also ensuring all content is permanently accessible 
on demand on MyLearning – in a similar way to the iPlayer. Finally, just a reminder that the online 
learning platform can also be accessed by a web browser to watch or read content, on a phone, 
tablet, most game stations, smart televisions, as well as traditional laptops and computers. 

I am also deeply saddened for our children in Year 11 and young adults in Year 13 who will now not be taking summer 

examinations as normal this year. Those who would normally be taking examinations this month, will be contacted by Mr 

Davies, as some will still proceed. As parents will now be aware, we are awaiting final details on how these grades will be 

calculated exactly, but tuition will continue as the Secretary of State for Education stated “While the details will need to be 
fine-tuned in consultation with Ofqual the exam boards and teaching representative organisations, I can confirm now that 
I wish to use a form of teacher assessed grades, with training and support provided to ensure are these awarded fairly and 
consistently across the country.” Ofqual (who oversee the examination boards) will launch a “detailed” consultation on the 

plans next week, Williamson said. It will run for two weeks. We will, of course, keep our children, young adults and parents 

informed.

Executive 
Headteacher’s Welcome

Cont. Over
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Over Christmas colleagues continued, thanks to the support of children and parents, to oversee the track and tracing of 

contacts, reporting to Public Health England (PHE) and then awaiting their decision before then sharing the outcome with 

those families affected. During this time working with PHE it became plainly evident that our small market town and school, 

was subject to the rising cases in neighbouring cities and areas bordering our Local Authority – all impacting on our local 

community. I’m extremely grateful to those colleagues who worked throughout this period, including over Christmas itself, as 

I conscious not only of their commitment but of the impact on their young families.

We have also over the Christmas period also attended training on establishing a ‘lateral flow’ testing centre at our school. 

This will, once operational, allow the school to test our children and colleagues on site and will help, alongside the 

maintaining of bubbles, the wearing of masks and many precautions, an ability to manage the risks of operating a school 

with over one thousand children in the same buildings and classrooms, during a pandemic. I’m particularly grateful to those 

parents who have volunteered to help support the testing programme and the running of the centre. Those children or 

colleagues with symptoms will continue to be asked to self-isolate immediately and attend one of the NHS test centres. 

Our in-school provision with ‘lateral flow’ testing of children and colleagues, who have given the required consent , to be 

tested when they are without symptoms, will allow us to identify those who maybe asymptomatic (without any symptoms), 

that accounts for a significant proportion of those who do eventually test positive. Helping us to monitor the health of 

our community and to identify children whose families may also be asymptomatic or in the very early stages of the virus. 

‘Lateral flow’ testing as indicated is a tool, alongside existing measures and has an accuracy of between 50% and 80% we 

are informed, dependent upon the efficacy of the test. Therefore, it will aid our efforts but will not be conclusive by itself 

and the training of our volunteers critical. If you would like to volunteer, please do email, text or phone your Care and 

Achievement co-ordinator.

I’m so very grateful to all those volunteers who helped with the learning platform and have offered to help create and 

operate the testing centre – your kindness is must appreciated in helping colleagues to focus on teaching and in this 

relentless battle to keep our community safe, it gives me and my colleagues hope in the face of adversity.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr Britton 
Executive Headteacher
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Key Dates

Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 9 September 
– Friday 23 October

Monday 2 November 
– Friday 18 December

Spring Term 2021

Monday 4 January 
– Thursday 11 February

Monday 22 February 
– Friday 26 March

Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April 
– Friday 28 May

Bank Holiday 
Monday 3 May 
(schools closed 
on this date)

Monday 7 June 
– Friday 23 July.

Staff Training Days

Monday 7 September 2020

Tuesday 8 September 2020

Friday 12 February 2021

Monday 12 April 2021

Monday 26 July 2021

I would like to thank all 
parents and carers for their 
support during this period 
of home learning – and to 
children working from their 
bedrooms, living rooms, 
and home offices. There is 
absolutely no substitute for a 
lesson delivered in person, in 
a classroom, face-to-face. 

Your child’s normal timetable, 

however, will continue.

Lessons will be assigned on 

ClassCharts for the day they appear 

on timetable with links to any 

additional resources. The lesson itself 

will be hosted on MyLearning - our 

own remote learning resource site. 

Your child’s lessons will be led by 

their class teacher and feedback and 

marking will take place electronically. 

If you have any difficulties accessing 

the resources please do contact 

your child’s Care and Achievement 

Coordinator. They will be responding 

to calls each day as normal. They will 

also be making calls to children and 

families throughout lockdown. 

Pre-recorded lessons give pupils the 

benefit of being able to work through 

learning activities at their own pace 

and doing so flexibly through the 

school day, rather than having to 

access lessons at specified times. 

We are also conscious that not all 

families in our school community 

have high-quality internet access 

and some have to share devices 

between family members, making it 

impractical for pupils to access live 

online teaching. As the lessons are 

sourced on our own video hosting 

platform, they will remain live after 

their timetabled period and so this 

will allow children to revisit and 

recap any previous topics – as well 

as access these as a revision and 

Head 
of School

Cont. Over
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learning resource in the future. This also allows flexibility 

for children to access lessons if, for example, technology 

is not available at particular times of the day. As your child 

progresses through the school, these lessons will remain 

live, offering an online curriculum that will follow them 

through their journey through school. Consequently, as 

difficult as these times are we hope these resources will 

leave a pathway for children to follow in future years to 

help them with their learning and progress.

Over the next two weeks we will also be expanding our 

provision further to include some live and interactive 

functions in addition to this provision.

1. Woldgate Tutorials

Research carried out during the last lockdown – whether by 

the Department for Education or academic bodies such as 

the Education Endowment Foundation - found no difference 

between pre-recorded video content (as in our own Trust 

video platform or through the government-endorsed Oak 

Academy) and live lessons.

However, common to both approaches is the difficulty in 

pupils being able to engage in conversations one-to-one 

with teachers where they find aspects of the work difficult 

or where they need additional clarification. Consequently, 

from next week we will launch a new module on ClassCharts 

that will enable children to ask their teachers questions 

about the work set – and for teachers to be able to respond 

directly to them. 

In addition, to support this, beginning from the 15th of 

January with a selection of subjects and then expanding 

to others in the coming week, there will be calendared 

‘live’ tutorials for each subject staffed by Directors of 

Study, Heads of Department, and other colleagues, where 

pupils and students can ask questions about aspects of the 

work they are struggling with or are finding difficult. The 

flexible nature of MyLearning means that children can wait 

to submit work, if needed, until after they have had these 

conversations with subject specialists.

Invitations to these meetings will appear directly in your 

child’s MyLearning page already based on their timetable – 

they will simply need to accept the invitation. 

Cont. Over
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We will also send through guidance about safeguarding and 

other measures children attending will need to follow. In 

line with best practice from the NSPCC and other bodies, 

two adults will be present at each session.

2. Woldgate Wellbeing Seminars

As you will be aware, our Care and Achievement 

Coordinators are systematically making calls to families 

to talk through children’s wellbeing and their progress 

through online learning. As much as we hope that these 

one-to-one calls help to create a bridge between home and 

school, we are aware that pupils will miss interaction with 

other children, guided by adults.

Consequently, we will invite your child to an online video 

meeting with their Care and Achievement Coordinator and 

their Head of School and other members of their year group 

for an online seminar to enable them to engage with their 

peers and complete activities related to their well-being, 

studies, and future plans.

Once again, the invitation will be sent to them directly.

3. Woldgate Live Lecture Programme 

To foster a lifelong love of learning and to offer the breadth 

and engagement of a truly holistic education, we will also 

begin a lecture programme in the coming week. Based 

on the Royal Institution Christmas Lectures, they provide 

something unique, more akin to a university experience.

The Woldgate Lectures will provide a forum for inspirational 

teachers and guest speakers to share with children their 

love of learning. Focusing on the curriculum and beyond, 

the topics will focus on a particular period in history, author 

or person who has transformed our world and influenced 

others through their work. 

This live programme will complement the existing 

programme available online, but aims to provide variety 

to our existing programme of learning and activities, so 

children and parents can come together to share and enjoy 

learning at key times within the week.

In this first week, these will start with Mr Crisp an English 

teacher will deliver a lecture on English suitable for all 

children and will be followed by a live forum for children to 

post questions. Following this lecture will be available for 

Lower School, Upper School and Sixth Form College.

We would like to thank our volunteers who have kindly 

opted to provide the professional equipment needed to 

film the lectures and I hope to welcome additional guest 

speakers in the coming weeks – if you are interested in 

taking part and speaking about your vocation, passions, 

or other interests then please do get in touch at office@

woldgate.net

4. Woldgate Enrichment Programme.

In addition to these activities, online assemblies will be 

added to MyLearning from your child’s Head of School 

and notifications for these will appear in ClassCharts as 

normal. Enrichment sessions, for example our sport, food, 

drama, and cheerleading clubs will also resume online. We 

are aware that in the current circumstances your child’s 

access to wider activities may be limited and so in the next 

newsletter we will relaunch the sign-up survey for these 

activities in case your child would like to join.

This week congratulations go to Lottie Bailey in Year 7, 

Samantha Stones in Year 8, Jack Farrow in Year 9, Amy 

Cooper in Year 10, Layla Carberry in Year 11, Kirsten 

Dinsdale in Year 12, and Madelaine Hodgson in Year 13. 

Certificates and badges will be posted home shortly.

Our thoughts go to you and your families during this very 

challenging time. I would also like to say thank-you for 

the positive messages we have received from parents and 

carers in the last week: it is deeply appreciated.

Stay safe and best wishes.

Mr G Davies 
Head of School
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Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

Managing Family life 

during Lockdown

Mr Sloman 
writes:

Routine

Routine and structure help children to build a healthy 

tolerance to stress: when they feel safe and secure, they are 

more able to develop, learn, adapt to change and engage 

positively with others. Having regular times for getting up, 

eating meals together and sleeping are good places to start.

Sleep matters

Getting enough good quality sleep is very important for 

all the family. Simple steps like leaving phones and devices 

outside the bedroom at night will help create a more 

relaxing and calming atmosphere for everyone.

Relationships

Relationships are more important now more than ever and 

how we speak to ourselves and others plays a really big 

part in buffering stress and distress within our families. 

It’s okay to admit we don’t have all the answers right now. 

We also need to redirect family conversations away from 

the pandemic. What you give attention to grows. Staying 

connected with your wider family, friends and networks 

of support can help the world feel a little bigger than it 

otherwise might!

Making the most of digital devices

Spending more time at home with the kids will give you the 

chance to ensure you are managing their time on digital 

devices and the quality of media we are consuming. This 

is a great time to talk to your children about their use of 

technology and explore issues like language development in 

very young children.

Take time out for yourself away from the use of devices, 

taking screen breaks and giving your attention when it’s 

asked for makes it more likely that your children will do the 

same.

Play

Our children and young people are missing their friends. 

They are wired for, and will seek out, connection 

and creativity in the most adverse of circumstances. 

Encouraging siblings of all ages to be active together can 

help children cope with the stresses and anxieties they 

are exposed to and is great way for maintaining some 

independence from adults.

Be kind to yourself

These are difficult times. Parents shouldn’t feel pressured 

to be more productive, to become teachers, to consume 

all of the available information on COVID-19. Focusing on 

keeping yourself and your family safe, healthy and happy is 

enough.

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement

During this challenging time, family life, health, 
work, education and wider support networks 
continue to be affected by life in lockdown. 
Just as we try to reassure our children, it is 
important to remind ourselves that there 
are evidence-based approaches to parenting 
in stressful circumstances that can help 
support families, leading them from a sense of 
vulnerability to a place of resilience.
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I have really missed having our Lower School community with us this week and I want to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a really happy new year. Whilst times continue to be uncertain, I have 
been reminded of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s words, that “every sunset brings the promise of a new 
dawn”. Light always follows the dark.

Thank you for all your continued parental support in ensuring that pupils access their lessons via My learning and relevant 

instructions via Class Charts. Please do keep encouraging pupils to upload their work so that staff can provide personalised 

feedback as well as rewards. I have been really impressed with the quality of work being uploaded by pupils; it has reflected 

their focus and determination to succeed despite the circumstances.

One very kind Year 7 pupil has also inspired me this week. Max saw 

the following story and wanted to get involved:

‘John Lister, who served as a gunner in World War Two, 

caught Coronavirus in March alongside his wife Ella. 

Days after testing positive, his childhood sweetheart and 

companion for more than 70 years died in hospital. The 

Norfolk war veteran, who is 101, described loneliness after 

losing wife to Coronavirus.

“It’s being lonely,” he said. “I mean sometimes I’m in my 

room and the only time I see anyone is when they bring 

my meals.”

His interview sparked an overwhelming reaction and 

outpouring of sympathy and hundreds responded to an 

online appeal to send him Christmas cards. Max was one 

of those that responded and you can see the card he sent. 

This was such a lovely thing to do Max and I am so proud of 

your act of great value.

Ms Minton 
Head of Lower School

Ms Minton 
writes:
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Colton and Pocklington, so no one knew what was about to 

happen.

Pocklington started with a strong 4,5,1 formation. The 

defence included Lewis Beilby (who was injured early in the 

game and replaced by Joshua Stables), Harvey Stuart, Caleb 

Wilson, and Harry Scrowston. Our strong midfield consisted 

of Roan Shirley, Harry Millett, Morgan Bird, Dylan Walker, 

and Luke Hallam. This left Jamie Skelton as the lone striker!

As the match kicked off, Pocklington played it back, right 

to our defence. As the ball was played back to Lewis Beilby, 

Colton’s Winger rushed into the ball and fouled Lewis 

Beilby. This saw Lewis come off early to be replaced by 

Joshua Stables who was playing out of his usual position of 

right midfield. As the match began, once again Pocklington’s 

mood had been lifted, and benefited from a strong attack 

into Colton’s half. This went on for the full 30 minutes and 

Pocklington was starting to lose hope as the score still read 

0-0.

Colton took the kick off and still had high hopes to try 

and win this game. As they launched the ball forward into 

Pocklington’s half, Pocklington controlled the ball and 

calmed down the play. Pocklington pushed forward into 

Colton’s half and was rewarded with a throw-in. Morgan 

threw the ball to Harry Millett’s feet and Harry controlled it 

perfectly, and, was able to play a lovely ball to Morgan who 

ran into Colton’s box and with great finesse, put the ball 

into the net! 1-0 to Pocklington.

At Woldgate, we believe that a 
child’s education should be enriched 

through opportunities beyond the classroom. It 
is therefore always a privilege to celebrate our 
pupils and their families, for their commitment 
with extra-curricular activities, beyond the 
school gates. My Christmas break started with 
a visit to the Pocklington football pitch to 
watch our Year 9 boys play a very important 
match. There was only one condition attached… 
I would not be getting out of my bed if it 
was snowing! It just happened to be a most 
beautiful Saturday morning and what turned 
out to be the best start to my Christmas break.

Joshua Stables, who was awarded ‘Man of the Match’ has 

kindly sent in a match report. It is a great read as it brings 

back lovely memories of what was an exciting match, played 

by talented and disciplined young people. To say that I was 

very proud of the team is an understatement. It was great 

to meet the families and the coaches and to share with 

them, the pride and success of the team.

Joshua writes:
An important game saw the top of the league against a 

lower-ranked team placed in 6th. This was the last match 

before the Christmas break. Pocklington was hoping to 

win this match and be placed at the top of the league 

with a game in hand. This was the first encounter against 

Mrs Atkinson writes:

Cont. Over

Photo taken prior to March.
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As the parents yelled out with excitement, Pocklington was 

ready to win. Colton took another kick off and once again 

went for the long ball method. As Colton’s centre forward 

sprinted to control the ball, Pocklington midfielder Roan 

Shirley ran towards the ball and was able to seize the ball 

before they could.

The ball was once again played into Colton’s half and Harvey 

Stuart was then in control of the ball. The left back was able 

to put a magnificent ball in to Jamie Skelton, who was able 

to head the ball into the back of the net. 2-0 to Pocklington. 

Colton was starting to lose hope as they soon realised that 

they couldn’t win this game.

As the game kicked off once again, Colton’s long ball tactic 

was finally starting to work, and the striker was able to 

control the ball and begin a deadly run. He had passed the 

midfield and Pocklington began to look shaky. Our star 

defenders, Harry Scrowston and Caleb Wilson, showed no 

sign of worry and were able to pressure the striker into 

losing the ball and Pocklington began the attack once again.

Pocklington played the ball forward and Dylan Walker was 

able to manoeuvre the ball through their line of defence 

and play a lovely ball to Roan Shirley who was able to 

successfully put the ball in the back of the net. The score 

was 3-0 and Pocklington was filled with enjoyment.

Another amazing performance from the Pocklington team.

Rewarding Success
In Upper School, we ended the term with the formal 

recognition of achievement by pupils who were celebrated 

in our ‘Breakfast for Champions’. For us, it was an 

opportunity to let them know how very proud we are of 

their positivity and motivation in their lessons.

As our pupils continue to work from home in the 

coming weeks, our aim is to continue to recognise these 

achievements. Please remember that you can also give 

rewards to your child, via the Class Charts App.

As you did during the first lockdown, it would be great 

to receive photos of any new skills that your child has 

mastered in the coming weeks!

Please look after yourselves and each other.

Mrs I Atkinson 
Head of Upper School
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Mrs Lawson writes:

I want to start by saying how much we have missed the students this week. I know 
that the past few days will have been hard for our students as we are all asked 

again to stay at home. As soon as we know more about how grades will be awarded 
this year, we will communicate that to parents and students. At the moment, we are asking that 
all students carry on accessing the home learning and complete all work set to the best of their 
ability, and I have been incredibly impressed by the standard of work that has been submitted this 
week. Here is just one example from an A level Drama student of a costume design task that was 
set earlier this week.

Prior to the Christmas break, we made the decision to have a small Sixth Form Charity Week. Usually this is a whole school 

event taking place in October. Even though that couldn’t happen this year, students were really keen to raise money for 

their chosen charities and have a good dose of much needed fun in the process! As well as raising money for two amazing 

charities, Trussell Trust Food Bank and Young Minds mental health charity, students also raised the spirits of staff and pupils 

across the whole school through their inventive and witty costumes throughout the week. This week they chose dressing 

up themes of pyjama day, film and TV day, a day at the races, decades day and a Christmas theme for the final day of term! 

Even though we weren’t able to collect as much money as usual, I was really moved by students’ wish to give as much 

as they could afford, with one student donating money that she had been raising for the Eswatini expedition. It really was 

testament to the spirit of our young people and I am, as always, incredibly proud of them.

Mrs Lawson 

Head of Sixth Form
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Acts of Kindness

Mrs Geary writes:

I heard before Christmas about a “drive 
through” in America where the first car driver 
not only paid the bill for his own meal, but 
generously paid for the car behind. When the 
second car rolled up, he decided to do the same 
and this continued until an unbelievable nine 
hundred cars had voluntarily paid for the car 
behind’s meal. At this time of year, we often 
think about New Year’s Resolutions and we 
would do no worse than making acts of kindness 
a priority for 2021.

We give pupils awards for acts of Merit, Character and Value 

and it is always lovely to give out awards and House points 

for pupils who are kind and show generosity to others. We 

have been especially proud of a group of girls in Year 9 

who have gone out of their way, in their own time, to show 

kindness to another pupil. 

In D Block, it was wonderful to see the items which pupils, 

parents and carers had donated to the foodbank. It is lovely 

to see kindness shown to friends and families, but giving 

generously to people we will never meet is especially caring. 

Thank you to everyone who was involved in this on behalf of 

those who will not get to say thank you personally. 

There are many pupils who spread kindness each day and 

we are proud of them all, but especially those who are kind 

to the most vulnerable without being asked. 

Over the coming weeks, we may have more opportunities to 

spread kindness, even though we are in a difficult situation: 

a kind comment or thank you, making a cup of tea for 

someone at home; emptying the dishwasher without being 

asked… 

But most of all, don’t forget to be kind to yourself, too.

Mrs S Geary 
Head of Inclusion
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, character 

and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and achievements are 

recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils understand these 

core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and a successful life, 

and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 110,647

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

18,645VALUE 5,148

CHARACTER 9,900

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute to 

each House reward total:

House rewards since September:

29,739 28,096

29,212

32,10430,096
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards for the 

Autumn Term are:

Year 7:  Imogen Kendall

Year 8:  Isaac Oliver

Year 9:  Eleanor Taylor

Year 10: Bradley Towse

Year 11: Edgar Thompson

Year 12: Isabella Aaltio

Year 13: Yasmine Katib

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards for the 

Autumn Term are:

Year 7:  Mia Wood

Year 8:  Samuel Kelly

Year 9:  Malwina Rozanska

Year 10: Oliver Hakner

Year 11: James Woodward

Year 12: Rebecca Rust

Year 13: Dominykas Motiejunas

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards for the 

Autumn Term are:

Year 7:  Lauren Slater

Year 8:  Henry Garside

Year 9:  Ellen Farmery

Year 10: Ella Bartam

Year 11: Elena Gogean

Year 12: Luke Watson

Year 13: Lydia Adrian

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look at 

your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of these 

values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement 
Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs S Clark

07790 987139

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 10
Miss S Black

07790 987142

sblack@woldgate.net

Year 8
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs C Wright

07790 987007

cwright@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs R Bourne

07790 987009

rbourne@woldgate.net
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